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Age: 64 years
Province: Ang Thong
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The Preserving and Continuing Traditional
Wisdom Mr. Wissanu Padungsin is an
heir to the craft of making Khon masks
with using the ancient methods of the
Padungsin artisan family. A native of
Ang Thong province, he is the grandson
of Mr. Paep Padungsin, a traditional
Khon mask maker from the reigns of
King Rama 6 to King Rama 9. He is also
the nephew of Mr. Samniang Padungsin,
a National Artist of Thailand in 2009,
as the inheritor of the Khon maskmaking
craft from his grandfather. Mr. Wisanu
has been closely involved with the

Khon mask tradition since childhood.

After graduating from Grade 9, Mr. Wisanu

was accepted into the Fine Arts College of
the Fine Arts Department in the painting
major, where he learned the fundamentals
of various types of patterns, including
traditional Thai designs, international
designs, sculpting, and the Lai Rod Nam
technique. With the higherlevel studies at
Poh Chang Academy of Arts, specializing
solely in Khon mask painting. He was
trained in Khon mask painting in Ayutthaya
style by Professor Worawinai Hiranyamas,
the head of the Thai Arts Department, who
had received knowledge of Khon mask
craftsmanship from MR. Jarunsawat Suksawat,
an independent Khon mask artisan
renowned both nationally and infernationally.
Therefore, the graduates from Poh Chang are
considered true successors of the royal

Khon mask craftsmanship tradition.
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Wisdom that reflects craftsmanship skills

The craftsmanship of Khon masks is an art skill that integrates the knowledge ofvarious
artisans across multiple disciplines, including painters, sculptors, metal casters, puppet
makers, carvers, lacquer artisans, and gilders. A cultural heritage that has strict traditions
in the creation of artifacts, particularly Khon masks, is influenced by the epic narratives
of the Ramayana or Ramakien.

Therefore, the royal Khon mask makers must adhere strictly to the traditions outlined in
ancient texts, which specify the characteristics of each character based on their lineage,
such as Royal Characters, Noblewomen, Demons, Monkeys, Angels, or Hermits. Traditional
Khon craftsmen are required to follow the guidelines rigorously. Mr. Wisanu is considered
the third-generation heir of this cultural heritage, having received the knowledge and skills

of Khon mask-making that continue to the present.
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Distinctive Features

of Khon Masks

Wisanu's Khon masks adhere to the traditions
of ancient Thai Khon craftsmanship, especially
in the decorative patterns used. All patterns
are made using fraditional lacquer techniques,
following the styles of ancient Thai artisans.
The molds for these patterns are carved
from soapstone by the artsans themselves.
The paper used for covering the masks is

mulberry paper, which has a quality comparable

tothat of Khoi paper.
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Aspirations for the Preservation and

Transmission of Handicraft Arts
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e First, should have a genuine love for
the work. When we are passionate
about what we do, we will be dedicated
to making it the best it can be, investing
all our physical effort, emofional commitment,
and intellectual capacity. When we do
the work we love, the first thing we
receive is the joy that comes from creating
something meaningful and beautiful
once that work is completed.

e When the work we create is exquisite,
it brings happiness to those who
receive it, then will be back to the artisan
which feels fulfilled and joyful.

e Honesty and integrity in one’s work
are also crucial, serving as essential

values in the craftsmanship process.
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Certificates

or awards received

e Qutstanding Artist of the Province in the Visual Arts

e Wattanakunanathorn Award

® Honorary plaque recognizing as a successor of artisan craftsmanship
e Honorary certificate for volunteer work in the construction and
restoration of the royal crematorium, including the structures
associated with and the restoration of the royal chariot, in the
ceremonies for the cremation of Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;.
e Award for contributions to Buddhism during the 100th Anniversary
of the National Celebration

e Distinguished Person Award for maintaining the Thai Arts and Culture
® Honorary Plaque of “Diamond of the Royal City” for the year 2020
e Honorary Plague as “Artist of the Chao Phraya River Basin”

e Certificate of Excellence from the National Art Department

@ “Good Person of the Lland” Award, 2nd Edition

e Recognized as a Master Artisan in 2013 by the International

Craft Promotion Center (Public Organization)
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